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The imagery in this document was taken at a Belgian Post Office “Opendeur” (Open Day) 
held on 5 April 1997. They were taken pre-digital age, so it was not possible to check the 

quality before they were developed back in the UK. One or two could be better! 
 

It is believed that all equipment located at the plant was photographed by me and I was the 
only visitor allowed to take a camera into the works. Permission had been granted by the 

Director, as I was an “honoured overseas guest” (the only one that year!).  
 
 
 
 

Glenn H Morgan 
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The external façade on what was a very wet day. 
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General plant views. 
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General plant views. 
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Two views of the WIFAG press. 
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Another view of the WIFAG press. 
 

 

 

 

 

A bromide proof of the 1991 stamp issued to  
commemorate the opening of BSPW. 
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The cylinder storage area. 
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A lithographic web (rotary) press (but see last page). 
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Equipment type unknown. 
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A lithographic web (rotary) press (but see last page). 
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A regular correspondent kindly updated the above information 
and posed a question in late 2008.  
 
He wrote: 
“The Mechelen plant has two Goebel photogravure + recess 
[intaglio] reel-fed presses, the WIFAG's are no longer in use. There 
were no offset-litho presses [neither reel-fed, nor sheet-fed] as the 
Director [Jan Wauters] had no plans to use offset-litho for stamp 
printing! "Over my dead body", he retired a few years ago though! 
The offset-litho printed Belgian stamps nowadays have been 
printed in Brussels by the Post Office Printing Works there and 
were finished off [perforations, etc.] in Mechelen. 
They used to have a small sheet-fed photogravure press and also 
a four-colour sheet-fed typography [letterpress] press called the 
Rotafolio. 
Since some eight years they do a lot of digital printing for the 
"personalised" stamps and the DuoStamps [Hallmark, Disney and 
other cartoons]. 
    So I wonder whether the lithographic presses you photographed 
are the Goebels?” 


